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English Teachers: We Need to Hop
Defining the new literacies is difficult because they are "deictic-meaning on the Technology Train the concepts change quickly depending on M.P. Cavanaugh time or space" (Leu) an English educator, I am aware that as a group we I, too, was a total technology skeptic, but now I do tend to prefer to hold the book and the paper in am diving in, and I want to invite as many English our hands; that we tend to prefer to emphasize the Language Arts teachers as I can to join me in an "accepted" literature in the traditional genres offiction, exploration of new literacies.
poetry, and drama; and that we prefer writing in the "accepted" genre of research papers, essays, response What They Are to literature and some creative writing. However, we The new literacies are "new skills, strategies, and should not.
dispositions required to successfully identifY important
The rapid emergence ofthe Internet is far too questions, locate information, engage in critical powerful. Between 1994 and 2002, u.s. classrooms evaluation, synthesize information, and communicate with at least one computer went from 3 % to 92% on the Internet" (Castek et al. 1) . The new literacies (Leu) . In fact, research shows that "the use of the are also described as almost anything digital. These internet at work and at home is one of the most skills will be necessary in order to participate powerful social revolutions taking place today" successfully in that kind of world-one filled with (Leu cell phones, video games and medical they must ignore, and then, determine what to do with advancements, but he is completely at home in a local the information they select. Once enough information public school. There most things seem just the same is located and analyzed, students must be able to to him, though he does remark that the blackboard synthesize and communicate better and faster in this has changed color. Change is taking place despite our classrooms. In the 1990's, reading online involved three basic strategies: 1) navigating text-only interfaces, 2) using keyboard-based commands to follow hyperlinks, and 3) mastering a set of programming language commands to download document files to a personal computer. anyone ever imagined.
In the past, students read what was handed to them. Today, we are faced with the Internet with billions of pages of information continually changing and growing (Armstrong & Warlick) . In the past, texts were produced by hand, one by one; now, we have moved from mass production of texts to "post typographic" forms of text production, distribution, and reception using digital electronic media (Lankshear) . In the past, the teacher was always the adult who taught skills he or she knew to a group of students who were assumed not to know those skills. Now, it is impossible for anyone to know all the skills needed to navigate the sea of information. Teachers must learn how "to orchestrate opportunities for the exchange of new literacies in the classroom" (Leu) .
Just Some of the New Literacies
• E-encyclopedia books and websites that feature traditional formatted information along with animations, videos, sound buttons, virtual tours, interactive quizzes, databases, time lines, and real time reports (Castek 7).
• • Students can join virtual book clubs, email discussion groups and both read, write, and post book reviews of the texts they are currently reading in class (Castek 6 ).
• • Manga is a graphic narrative genre that could be classified as a Japanese comic.
Its origin comes from humorous drawings
done by Shintoist monks in the 6 th century. 
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howtodrawmanga.coml).
A Few Teaching Suggestions
• Detect plagiarism with Turnitin, a program that cannot only check for plagiarism but also offers GradeMark, GradeBook, Peer Review, and Digital
Portfolio. Teachers can comment on their student papers, create a grade book so that their students can view the grading system, set up a forum for peer editing, and keep a portfolio of students'
work (see, http://www.turnitin.com).
• Teach the use of possessive nouns by creating a PowerPoint project. Each slide gives the students directions, and they comply by writing answers on their own worksheets. PowerPoint with colorful pictures and commentary is a great motivator for learning.
• Teach the correct use of homophones by creating a power point practice project. The first slide can have a creative picture, the second can define homophones, the third slide can list the rules which include explaining that if students choose the correct answer, they can go on to the next slide. If they choose the wrong word, they must re-think their answer.
• Take your students on virtual field trips and connect writing to the trip. Have students keep a journal as they "travel." Have specific questions they are to answer as they go through the site. • Create a game based on Jeopardy. Create categories and a point system in PowerPoint. Use a slide or two to explain the rules. Then have a system in place where students can select the category and the amount of points they want to risk, and they end up on a slide with an answer. They, if they can, supply the question, or you can have it set up as a multiple-choice system. You give them the answer and a couple of questions from which to choose.
This can be fun, motivational, and great practice.
• Visit Education Place, a site sponsored by Houghton
Mifflin which offers quizzes in sentence structure, verb use, capitalization, and punctuation; spelling games; wacky Web tales (Mad Libs); graphic organizers; Power Proofreading; and more (see http://www.eduplace.com).
• Help students with paragraphs. Paragraph Punch helps students write a detailed and organized paragraph. The site offers a topic and asks the student to write a topic sentence and then assists the ""Titer in adding four or five details. This software offers advice on developing a closing sentence, and finally makes certain that writers proofread their work.
Check this out at www.paragraphpunch.com.
• Visit various websites. One ofmy students created her • Make/write a friend with ePALS, an Internet pen-pal program that connects teachers and students from all over the world. Teachers set up a profile informing those who might read it and waits for a reply, or they can check the classrooms listed and contact them directly. class newsletters, and software programs. This was a surprise to me. I was not aware that children in elementary schools were using such high technology. It is certainly a great motivator, and teachers are finding it also a great help in managing group and individual work and projects.
Reading and analyzing a piece ofclassic literature remains an important part of our teaching, but we must also be aware of and tinker with some new ideas. English teachers are such an important part of the educational effort that perhaps we should not only be riders of the technology train, but perhaps even engineers.
